
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Notes and Queries. 233 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

IWotce. 

Tombstone Epitaphs in Bucks Co., Penna., Cemeteeies. Con- 
tributed by Howard 0. Folker, of Pbiladelphia. — 

A few graves at the Presbyterian Church of Neshaminy, at Bristol 
road and Little Neshaminy Creek, Hartville, founded 1710 ; edifice 
erected 1743, enlarged 1775, repaired 1842. 

Cornelius Carrell ; born Dec. 10, 1767, died March 27, 1850. 

Joice, wife of above ; born Oct. 28, 1774, died July 15, 1856. 

Rachel Carrell ; died June 27, 1832, aged 61 years. 

Andrew Long ; died Nov. 16, 1738, aged 47 years. 

Elizabeth Whitton ; died Nov. 23, 1838, aged 74 years. 

Hugh Edams [Adams] ; died Feb. 18, 1803, aged 72 years. 

Jane, wife of James Adams ; died Oct. 22, 1746, aged 55 years. 

Cornelius Corson ; born July 13, 1823, died April 22, 1899. 

Sarah Ann, wife of above ; born Oct. 12, 1819, died April 22, 1904. 

Margaret Corson ; born Jan. 17, 1796, died Nov. 17, 1876, aged 80 
years. 

William Ramsey ; died Feb. 14, 1814, in his 79th year. 

Catharine, his wife; died March 81, 1791, aged 45 years. 

Jane, daughter of John and Eleanor Ramsey; died Sept. 4, 1777, 
aged 3 years 9 months. 

Cornelius McCawney ; died Nov. 29, 1731, aged 40 years. 

Isabel Davis ; died Aug. 30, 1737, aged 78 years. 

John Davis ; died Aug. 6, 1748, aged 63 years. 

John McFarren ; died Aug. 26, 1789, aged 84 years. 

James Darrah ; died Feb. 17, 1 842, aged 78 years. 

Elijah Stinson ; died March 5, 1840, aged 89 years. 

Mary, his wife ; died Sept. 19, 1819, aged 63 years. 

James Archibel ; died May 25, 1748, aged 34 years. 

Elizabeth Archibel ; died Oct. 18, 1751, aged 78 years. 

Elizabeth Thompson ; died Sept. 29, 1768, aged 73 years. 

William Walker ; died Oct. , 1738, aged 73 years. 

John Baird ; died Feb. 2, 1748, aged 78 years. 

Rev. Alexander Gellatley ; died March 12, 1761, in his 42d year. 

Col. Wm. Hart ; died June 2, 1831, aged 84 years. 

Rev. William Tennent; died May 6, 1746, aged 73 years. 

A neglected burying-ground overrun with underbrush and rubbish, 
on farm owned by William Hogeland, Street road, west of Feasterville, 
Southampton Township. It was formerly known as the " Harding 
Graveyard." A few headstones are now standing, among them those 
having the following inscriptions : 

E. D.— 1764. 

M. B. T.— 1779. 

A. B. T.— 1778. 
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Joseph Dracord ; died Feb. , 1850, age 71 years. 

John Brittin ; died Sept. 14, 1795, age 80 years. " An Upright 
Man." 

Eve Brittin ; died Dec. 26, 1797, age 67 years. 

Mary Hillyard ; died April 20, 1789. 

James Stone, son of Wm. and Anna, died Jan. 8, 1789, age 5 months 
2 days. 

Mary, wife of Joseph Randall, died April 29, 1853, in her 73d year. 

Margaret S. Freese, wife of John Vandegrift, died March 16, 1857, 
age 21 years 10 months 11 days. 

Our Father, William Stockdale, died July 3, 1822, age 54 yeai-s. 

Our Mother, Mary Stockdale ; died March 24, 1839, age 58 years. 

Our Sister, Sarah Stockdale ; died April 17, 1828, age 19 years. 

The Eeformed Church Graveyard, Feasterville, Southampton Town- 
ship. The family names seen here are : 

Hogeland, Staates, Praul, Krewson, Dickson, Fenton, Phillpot, Cor- 
nell, Kiple, Randall, Vansant, Eastburn, Vanartsdalen, Vanpelt, Van- 
degrift, Stevens, Manson, Vandike, Larzelere, Sager. 

The grave of Johanna Corson is very old and inscription undecipher- 
able. On the front wall, several initials of those long passed away, 
among them, "O.K., 1738," [Garret Krewson] and " D. K., 1738," 
[Derrick Krewson]. One standing stone has "Garret Krewson, died 
1767, aged 82 years." The oldest grave with stone has on it " A. S., 
1760," [Abraham States]. 

In the Feaster family burying-ground at Holland, Northampton Town- 
ship, is an old stone : 

"Here lyeth the body of Christian Vanhorne, who was bom the 24th 
day of October, 1685, and departed this life the 23d day of November, 
1753." 

A private graveyard, southeast of Johnsville, Warminster Township, 
on farm of Isaac Bennet, formerly owned by Eliza Vansant, deceased. 
Every grave has the foot toward the east. The oldest stone is that of 
Herman Vansant, died November 24, 1769, in his 34th year. Cath- 
arine, his wife, died April 22, 1814, age 84 years. 

Charles Garrison ; died June 22, 1793, in his 77th year. Elizabeth 
Garrison ; died May 27, 1814, aged 84 years. 

James Scout ; born Sept. 19, 1738, died Feb. , 1829, age 90 
years and 6 months. He was a brave soldier in Washington's army. 
He was an intimate friend of Thomas Paine, who was in the same army. 
He shot an English soldier 900 yards from him and killed him. [Stone 
erected by Josiah Hart, of Doylestown] . 

Dr. William Bachelor, a native of Massachusetts, died Sept. 14, 1823, 
aged 75 years. He was a surgeon in war of the Revolution ; was 26 
years in United States Army. 

Giles Craven ; died September 8, 1798, in his 80th year. 

The other graves here bear names Sutphins, McDowells, Vandykes, 
etc. 

Last interment was James F. Craven, 38th Regiment, New Jersey 
Volunteers, died November 6, 1894, aged 73 years. 
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Copies of Interesting Letteks written to Gov. Joseph Hiester, 
of Pennsylvania, by Gen. William Henry Harrison, Postmaster General 
Habersham, and President Jefferson, in the possession of his great- 
granddaughter, Mrs. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, of Eeading, Penna., and 
contributed by Louis Richards, Esq. — 

Noethbend, Ohio. 

Nov'. 26'^ 1820. 
Dear Sir: 

I have been informed that Capt" James R. Butler of Pittsburgh is a 
candidate for an office in y' gift. As this gentleman served in the army 
commanded by me in the late war & under my immediate view I have 
deemed it incumbent on me to state to you my opinion of his conduct 
& merits. A soldier yourself you will not hesitate to acknowledge the 
claims which disinterested, laborious and successful services in the field 
give to a candidate on an occasion of this kind — that those by whose 
exertions & dangers our country has been brought to repose in peace «& 
prosperity, should share the bounties which the administrators of that 
country's government are authorised to bestow. Admitting this as I am 
certain you will, I can assure you that Capt° Butler's pretentions to 
your favor will be exceeded by none that will contend for it. 

The Captain joined the North Western army early in the winter pre- 
ceding Hull's surrender at the head of a Company of Volunteer Light 
Infantry raised and disciplined by himself and engaged for a twelve 
month tour. It is no disparagement to other corps of this description 
to say that none that ever came under my notice could at all compare 
with them in point of discipline, nor was their conduct in any respect, 
in camp or in the field, in battle or in those still more trying & difBcult 
situations to which they were exposed, inferior to that of any other 
corps, Regular or Irregular. It is unnecessary to say to you how much 
of this merit ought to be attached to the commanding officer. The 
Pittsburgh Blues (Butler's Company was so called) greatly distinguished 
themselves at the Battle of Messissiniway & in a sortie from Fort Meigs. 
My sense of their merit and that of their worthy Captain is strongly 
expressed in my Genl Orders of that period, & in my letters to the Sec- 
retary of War. 

It would be impertinent in a citizen ol another State to interfere with 
your appointment further than the statement of facts with which it is 
possible you might be unacquainted. I shall therefore leave it to Capt° 
ButleiB other friends to urge his claims to the office in question irom his 
qualifications to discharge the duties, & the fairness of his private 
character. And conclude with assuring your Excellency of the great 
Respect with whicli I am 



His Excellency 

Gov' Hiester. 



Y'' Hum' Servt 

Will" H. Harrison. 



General Post Office 
June 12, 1801, 



Joseph Hiestee Esq. 

Sir: 

I have received your letter of the 4th, signed also by several other 
gentlemen, inhabitants of Reading, desiring the removal of M' Gottlob 
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Jungman from the post office at that place & recommending Mr. Jacob 
Snyder as a fit person to be appointed in his stead. 

It has long been a rule in this ofBce not to appoint the printer of a 
newspaper to the office of postmaster. For however fairly & impar- 
tially they may conduct the business of their offices, the power which 
they have always gives rise to jealousies & suspicions in rival printers. 
That M' Jungman is the printer of a newspaper, & that he has a rival 
in that employment in the same town are sufficient reasons why he should 
not hold the office, provided a proper person who is not the printer of a 
newspaper can be found willing to keep it. On this ground I concluded 
to make another appointment at Eeading about two years ago, & wrote 
to a gentleman there to name a suitable person, but M"' Jungman's 
friends interested themselves so much for his continuance that the subject 
was dropped. 

I understand that Mr. Snyder, the gentleman whom you have named, 
is also a printer of a newspaper ; he cannot on that account be appointed. 
If you will take the trouble to name a proper person who is not inter- 
ested in the publication of a newspaper he shall be immediately ap- 
pointed. 

I am with great respect 

Your most obedient 
Jos. Habersham. 



Washington Mar. 12. 05. 
Sir: 

I have received your favor of the 4"" inst and thank you for the friendly 
expressions it contains. I see your retirement from the public councils 
with sincere regret, having always considered your conduct there as dis- 
interested, moderate and conscientious. You can still however be use- 
ful in promoting at home a spirit of sound republicanism, and in healing 
those schisms which seem to threaten the happiness of your State, and 
the weight of its energies in support of the general government. Accept 
my friendly salutations & assurance of great esteem & respect. 

Th Jefferson. 
CoL° Joseph Hiester. 



Letter op Joseph Verree, 1778. — 

Charlestown State, S". Carolina, July 6, 1778. 

Deair Brother. 

These if received will Inform you of myne & family helth at presant: 
it would give mee great pleasure to have, a line from Any of my Eela- 
tissons or friends, but I am apprehensive, the reason. And Owing to the 
Part, I have taken in this great And Glorious Strugel, for Our lives, 
liberteys, and properteys Who by a tyranical king and A Vicious par- 
liament has Endavored to their Utmost to Over throw and Destroy 

if this should bee the Case I would Willingley renounse all my Most 
Neair and Deair Connecttions an Earth for my Darling libertey. Which 
I bless god for Is At length. Almost Establishd, on the firm Bases of 
truth and Justis which, will bee Out of the Power, of Any, Earthly 
tyrant to Destray, in time to Come. 
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it would give mee Infinate Satisfaction to heair from my Son James, 
dow let him right me and Direct his letter, to Will", Hinry Drayton Or 
to Tho": Hayward, our Delagates at Congros And thay will, I am shure 
Despach them by Post: — I have rote you prety full, in A letter I pur- 
posid sending by Daniel Cannan — but he has Declined going, these 
Comis by friend Tho": Latham Who leaves, this State on Account of the 
Scrupils, of Conscance. in not Complying With An Acct of the Gen- 
aral Assemby of the State he has an Unblimeshed. Caricter, And though 
he leaves [torn] State, is not looked on as One Inimicale, their to. I ex- 
pect you will see him and Wife [torn] has lately marled Mr. Lushintons 
Wifes Sister, and Sister to Grany forbs who was at Philladelphia win I 
was last thare, she is a woman of good Caracter & Desarving, of Any 
Consid" [torn] t may bee showd hare. 

Your loving Brother. 

Joseph Vebeee. 



Letter of Alexander Hamilton to John Dickinson. - 



New York, Mar. 29, 1802. 

I was not. My Dear Sir, insensible to the kind attention shewn me by 
yoirr letter of the 30"" of November last. But till very lately the sub- 
ject has been so extremely painful to me, that I have been under a 
necessity of flying from it as much as possible. Time and effort and 
occupation have at length restored the tranquillity of my mind, suffi- 
ciently to permit me to acknowledge the kindness of those friends who 
were good enough to manifest their sympathy in my misfortune. 

Be assured, Sir, that consolation from you on such an occasion was 
particularly welcome to me and that I shall always remember it with a 
grateful sense. The friendship of the wise and good rises in value, in 
proportion as we learn to form a just estimate of human character and 
opinion. 

That estimate too has a tendency to reconcile us to the departure of 
those who are dear to us, from a world, which holds out to virtue many 
snares, but very few supports or recompenses. I do assure you. Sir, 
that as soon as the calm of Reason returned, this consideration had no 
small influence in disposing me to resign, with diminished regret, the 
eldest and brightest hope of my family. Happy those who deduce from 
it motives to seek in earnest a higher and far more substantial bliss than 
can ever be found in this chequered, this ever varying scene, 

Accept the assurances of most sincere and cordial respect, esteem and 
regard. 

A. Hamilton. 



Memorandum op Agreement Between Robert Morris and 
John Dickinson, for the lot on Chestnut Street, in Manuscript Depart- 
ment, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. — 

I am just informed that Robert Morris is to give up his House to the 
president, and to make some alterations or additions — Would it not be 
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more advantageous for him to take my Ground between Chestnut and 
Walnut Streets and seventh and eighth Streets for this purpose, at the 
sum I have before mentioned — I should not want any money paid down, 
but would take his Estate in Brandywine hundred at three thousand 
pounds and let the other seven thousand pounds go upon Interest for 
seven years. 

The Buildings might be erected in such a manner that in case of Con- 
gress's removal from Philadelphia, they could be conveniently divided 
into several Dwelling Houses for private Families, as the Savoy and 
Essex Houses were in London. 

I should think that the Buildings for the Presidents use would be 
much more convenient in a form capable of such a future division than 
in any other, and perhaps as magnificent, as the Front would be exten- 
sive — One great advantage would result from such a Form, and that is, 
that all the Back Rooms would front the South and the Gardens that 
might be laid out — 

The Proposals within mentioned are acceded to by Robert Morris and 
confirmed by Charles Jervis' agent to John Dickinson — It is under- 
stood that the Estate of the said Robert Morris in Brandywine Hun- 
dred is the same now in the occupation of the Rev* Doctor Wharlon 
and does not extend to the said Roberts Estate situate to the south of 
Christiana Creek in the Occupation of Charles Croxall — if Brandywine 
Hundred extends to the later then there is to be no Agreement between 
the Parties with respect to the Subject of the within Proposals — Pos- 
session is to be delivered of the respective Premises subject to the 
respective Interests of the said Dr. Wharton and Joseph Ogden in the 
same. Mr. Morris is to convey to Mr. Dickinson in fee Simple the before 
mentioned Estate in Brandywine Hundred, Mrs. Morris to join in the 
Conveyance agreeably to Law — Mr. Dickinson is at the same time to 
convey to Mr. Morris in fee Simple the Lot between Seventh and Eighth 
and Chestnut & Walnut Streets in Phil* refered to within and Mr. Mor- 
ris is to secure by Mortgage of the Premises or otherwise at Mr. Morris's 
Election but to the Satisfaction of Mr. Dickinson the £7000 w"" will re- 
main due to Mr. Dickinson Interest to be paid j'early & the Principal at 
the End of Seven Years, Mrs. Dickinson to join in the deed with Mr. 
Dickinson agreeably to Law — The Property understood to be intended 
to be conveyed by Mr. & Mrs. Dickinson to Mr. Morris is the whole of 
the Square between Seventh Chestnut Eighth and Walnut Streets except 
one Lott w' is the Property of some of the Heirs or Representatives of 
Sam'l Mickle deceased. 

October 9, 1790 Robt Morris 

Chas Jeevis 
Agent for John Dickinson. 

The Lehigh County Historical Society has removed its library 
and museum to the chapel of the Preparatory School, at Fourth and 
Walnut streets, Allentown. Prof. George T. Ettinger is President, 
and Charles R. Roberts, Secretary of the Society. 

William Penn's Defence of his Wics. — [This is taken from a MS. 
in D. in the handwriting of William Penn. There are two other writings 
by other Friends on the same sheet. The sheet is endorsed ' ' Gff to 
Henry Sidon, 1677, 25 3 mo."]— 
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London ye 25'" of ye 3"* Mo*, 1677. 



Deae Friend 



To whom is my love & all the rest of Friends in Ye Truth of god, & 
my desire is, that thou & all the rest may be preserved in gods peac- 
able Truth & in y« love of it. 

Now Concerning the thing thou speakst to me of, that Sarah Harris 
should say to the that W" Mead & ^W" Penn did ware Perrywiggs & call 
them Periwigg men ; first concerniiig W" Mead, he bid me put my hand 
upon his head, &feel, & said he never weare Perriwig in his life, & won- 
der' d at it ; & as for Wm Penn he did say that he did ware a little civil 
border because his hair was Come of his head, & since I have seen & 
spoak w* W" Penn, his border is so thin, plain and short, y' one Cannot 
well know it from his own hair. W. Penn when but 3 years ould so 
lost his hair by y° small Pox y' he woar them then, long & about 6 years 
before his Convincem', he woar one, & after y'he endeaverd to goe in his 
own hair, but when kept a close Prisoner in y" Towr next the leade, 9 
monthe, & no bar ber suffer'dto come at him, his hair shed away; & 
since he has worn a very short civil thing, & he has been in danger ot 
his life after violent heats in meetings & rideing after y", & he wares 
them to keep his head & ears warm & not for pride ; w"" is manifest in 
that his perriwigs Cost him many Pounds apiece, formerly when of y° 
world, & now his Border, but a five shillings ; and he has lay'd of more 
for Truth then her & her Relations and I am sorry the should speak 
such things, & the did not do well to discurs of such things, I desire the 
may be wiser for the time to come. 

And so w"" my love to thee & thy wife & father & N. Newton. 

G.ff. 

And hees more willing to fling it off if a little hair come, then ever he 
was to putt it on. — [Journal of the Friends Historical Societv, Vol. 6. 
Page 187.] 

The Delawake Bbidge at Easton, Pennsylvania. (Original 
in the Manuscript Department of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 
To facilitate the means of intercourse between the upper parts of New 
Jersey and Easton, Penn., a company was incorporated by the Legis- 
latures of Pennsylvania and New Jersey in March of 1795, for the pur- 
pose of erecting a wooden bridge over the river Delaware at Easton. 
Cyrus Palmer, of Newburyport, Mass., was employed as architect. 
Work was commenced in the spring of 1797, but the building did not 
progress until 1803, when the eminent jurist, Samuel Sitgreaves, Esq., 
took it in hand and assumed the active superintendence of its affairs. 
The bridge was ready for crossing in October of 1806, but it was not 
entirely completed until May of 1807. The following letter of Jacob 
Eyerly, a well-known citizen of Northampton county, refers to the early 
vicissitudes of the Bridge Company. — 
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Easton Feb' 4* 1799. 
Gentlemen. 

By the Eeport of the Managers to the Stockholders of the Delaware 
Bridge Comp'' you will see the present Situation of the Delaware Bridge 
Comp^ and that unless we are able to raise a fund sufficient to compleat 
the Bridge, the work allready done at this same, must go to ruin. But 
you will likewise see that if we can succeed in raising the Sum proposed 
by the Report, it is reduced to a certainty, that the Bridge will be com- 
pleated and in all Probability in the Course of this Summer. It would 
not only be a great Loss, if the Work should now fail, after so much 
money has been expended, but it would be a Shame if it should be said, 
that a number of patriotic Gentlemen had attempted to undertake a 
Work of the first Magnitude in the State, and after the greatest Difficulty 
had been removed after a great part of the Work had been done, and 
after a solid Foundation was laid for a Work, which while it will be an 
Ornament, will likewise be of General Benefit and Utility, that for want 
of proper Exertions of the Stockholders the Work should now be aban- 
doned. I must therefore most earnestly solicit your further Patronage, 
and at the same Time acknowledge the favours allready received from 
you, in the support of this work. I would just mention one Thing more, 
that it ought be ascertained in a very short Time, whether we shall be 
able to go on or not, as we must give an answer to M' Palmer very 
shortly. If you will to call on Sam. Sitgreaves Esq. he will give further 
Information and every assistance in his Power, and I wish that you 
would request him to attend at the Meeting of the Stockholders, as his 
Presince may be of great Service. John Arndt Esq. who was chairman 
of the Meeting will send you a List of the new Subscriptions of this Plan. 

I am in Haste 

With Eespect & Esteem 

Your most Obd' Serv' 
Mess" Levi Holungswobth Jacob Eyerly 

& Fbeidrick Boller 

First Battalion Pennsylvania Loyalists. — A copy of the fol- 
lowing Recruiting Poster is in the Collection of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania: 

Teuero Duce Nil Desperandum. 

First Battalion of Battalion of Pennsylvania Loyalists, commanded by 
His Excellency Sir William Howe, K. B. 

ALL intrepid, able-bodied HEROES, who are willing to serve His 
Majesty King George the Third, in Defence of their Country, 
Laws, and Constitution, against the arbitrary Usurpations of a Tyranni- 
cal Congress, have now only an Opportunity of manifesting their Spirit, 
by assisting in reducing their too-long deluded Countrymen, but also of 
acquiring the polite Accomplishments of a Soldier, by serving only two 
Years, or during the present Rebellion in America. 

Such spirited Fellows, who are willing to engage, will be rewarded at 
the End of the War, besides their Laurels, with Fifty Acres of Land in 
any County they shall chuse, where every gallant Hero may retire, and 
enjoy his Bottle and Lass. 
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Each Volunteer will receive, as a Bounty, FIVE DOLLARS, besides 
Arms, Cloathing and Accoutrements, and every other Eequisite proper 
to accommodate a Gentleman Soldier, by applying to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Allen, or at Captain Stevens's Rendezvous, in Front-street. 

Printed by James Humphreys, Junr. in Market-street, between Front 
and Second- Streets. 

The Society for the Commemoration of the Landing of Wil- 
liam Pbnn, 1824. — We the Subscribers agree to dine together on the 
4th day of November next (24 Oct. o. s.) at the house formerly occupied 
by William Penn in Laetitia Court at 4 o'clock P. m. in order to com- 
memorate the anniversary of the landing of our great founder, in the 
year 1682. Philad* 23" Oct. 1824. 

Thomas Biddle, Peter S. DuPonceau, 

B. E. Morgan, Z. Collins, 

Geo. Vaux, Roberts Vaux, 

Z. Poulson, John Read, 

T. J. Watson, Jos. P. Norris, 

John F. Watson, Nichol. Collin, 

Joseph S. Lewis, Joseph Watson, 

Robert Wharton, John Bacon, 

Rich. Peters Jr., 

W. Meredith. 

Some Account of Vice Admiral Howe's Voyage from the 
Elk Eivbr, Md., to Billingsport, N. J., extracted from the Journal 
of Sergeant Sullivan, of H. M. 49th Foot. — 

Upon Lord Howe's receiving intelligence that the enemy were de- 
feated at Brandy wine, and of the King's Troops being near unto Phila- 
delphia, he ordered all preparations to be made for taking the first 
favourable opportunity to have the Fleet round to proper anchorage for 
preserving a full Communication with the Army in the River Delaware. 
The progress down the Bay was considerably retarded by the state of 
the weather and intricacy of the Navigation, which did not admit of 
continuing under sail during the night, wherefore, though quitting the 
Elk the 14th instant, the Fleet could not not put to sea from the Capes 
of Virginia untill the 2.*?d. of the same instant. 

He then proceeded forward in the Eagle with the Vigilant, and Isis, 
and a small division of Transports, in whieh some Articles of Provisions 
and Military stores, likely to be soonest wanted for the army had been 
for that purpose embarked, and left the body of the Fleet to be con- 
ducted by Captain Griffith, with the rest of the Ships of War. 

Having had very tempestuous weather of some duration to the north- 
ward, in the passage down Chesapeake Bay, the prospect was favourable 
for the speedy arrival of the Fleet in the Delaware. But when the two 
divisions (little separated), were advanced within a few leagues of the 
entrance of the river, the wind changed in a sudden squall from the 
southward in the evening of the 25th ; and having continued between 
the N. W. and N. E. with a degree of force much too great for the 
transports to make any way against it, he was unable to get into the 
river (followed a few days after by the first convoy, which he had left 
in the care of Capt. Cornwallis when the weather became more settled), 

VOL. XXXIV. 1 6 
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until the evening of the 4th instant. The larger Convoy with Capt. 
GrifSth, though much more dispersed, arrived between the 6th and 8th 
of the month, with no other material accident except the loss of a trans- 
port named the Father's Good Will, which having sprung a leak when 
no assistance could be given during the bad weather, sunk at sea, but 
the crew were saved. 

The ships of war and transports were anchored in the most convenient 
situation in the western shore, from Newcastle down towards Eeedy 
Island. 

Captain Hammond (who was returned in the Roebuck) had moved up 
the Eiver with the Pearl, Camilla, and Liverpool, as the Army advanced. 
The Enemy had a Redoubt upon the Jersey shore, at a place called 
Billing's Point, with heavy guns in it for defending the approach to 
the first double line of the sunken frames, or chevaux de frize, which 
crossed the Navigable channel in that part of the river. 

September 29th. — Upon the representation of Capt. Hammond, com- 
manding his Majesty's Ship Roebuck, who was lying off Chester with 
the above ships of war, that the possession of Billing's Point would give 
him the lower chevaux de frize, the 10th and 42d Regiments were de- 
tached, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Stirling. 

This detachment crossing the river the next day from Chester, took 
possession on the 1st of October of the enemy's works at the Point, 
which 300 men posted there evacuated, after spiking the guas and 
burning the Barracks. Lieut. Colonel Stirling pursued them about 
two miles, but to no purpose, as they retired with precipitation ; he 
destroyed the River front of the works. Captain Hammond with the 
aforesaid Men of War was lying off this Point when the Admiral arrived 
as far as Chester. 

Capt. Hammond immediately made a trial to open a passage through 
the first obstruction, by moving a part of the Chevaux de Frize, which 
the enemy with their fire rafts, gallies, and other armed craft repeatedly 
endeavored to prevent under cover of the night ; and a sufficient channel 
was at length, (though not without much difficulty) made for the largest 
ships, by the advanced squadron under his command ; the conduct of 
which was on every occasion to be much approved. 

Coat of Akms of the John Baetram Family. — Forty or more 
years ago the Historical Society of Pennsylvania purchased a number of 
the manuscripts of John and William Bartram, which were bound in 
volumes ; the Bible of John Bartram, printed in London, 1613, con- 
taining his book-plates, and the family coat of arms, illuminated, on 
parchment. In connection with the latter, the following interesting ac- 
count is taken from Darlington's Memorials of John Bartram: Iwan 
AJexiowitz, of Russia, in describing a visit he made to John Bartram, 
the botanist, in the year 1769, states: "I was no sooner entered, than I 
observed a coat of arms, in a gilt frame, with the name of John Bartram. 
The novelty of such a decoration, in such a place, struck me; I could 
not avoid asking, ' Does the Society of Friends take any pride in those 
armorial bearings, which sometimes serve as marks of distinction be- 
tween families, and much oftener as food for pride and ostentation ?' 
' Thee must know (said he) that my father was a Frenchman ; he brought 
this piece of painting over with him. I keep it as a piece of family fur- 
niture, and as a memorial of his removal hither. ' " 
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The Philadelphia Dancing Assembly. — In the Collections of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, there is one volume which con- 
tains exclusively material for a history of the Philadelphia Dancing 
Assembly, among which are the original autographic list of the subscrib- 
ers, the rules governing the dancing, cards of invitation, and accounts. 
The "Assembly," as it is now familiarly known, was organized in the 
year 1748, the first managers being John Inglis, Lynford Lardner, John 
Wallace, and John Swift. The following gossipy letter, addressed to 
John Penn, describes one of their functions held in 1749: 

New Castle 3'' May 1749. 
Honoured Sir: 

Captain Arthur being detained at Red Bank I am hereby furnished 
with an opportunity of sending you the Governors Speech to this assem- 
bly and their address. The messuages between the govern' and the 
Assembly of Pencelvania shou'd have been sent but Mr. Franklin's 
promising positively that the minutes of Assembly should be publish' d 
before Arthurs Departure I did not put my Clerk on makeing the 
Copies and as he has disappointed me in not printing the minutes be 
pleas'd to accept of my excuse. The speech and address in reply to it 
were put into the News Papers and as there are two Sets in each Box 
these with my Letters will give you a just idea of the Business done at 
their last Sessions. I cannot tell what these people will go upon they 
talk of a Bridge to be .made in another place over Brandy wine and of 
another Ferry over Christiana I never understood on what Foot either 
the Ferry or Bridge stood and since an application is likely to be made 
of the governor by the present Possessors which may retard the passing 
the Act this Sessions. I would beg the favour of you to give him or 
me what information yoa can about the Ferry and what Sentiments you 
entertain of any alteration of the places of either the Ferry or Bridge. 
Now I have a little leisure it may not perhaps be disagreeable to go a 
Little into private Life. The President at Seventy-five married a woman 
of Twenty and she is likely to bring him a child this Year, he has Buried 
all his Sons and Daughters except M" Keith and Betsey a maiden Lady 
of Thirty-five and he has but one Grand Child a prettey girl of M''" Bark- 
leys he is to be sure one of the Weakest men alive as you will Judge 
when I tell you that during his Presidentship I paid him upwards of 
Two Thousand Pounds of which he has not now One Thousand Pounds 
left. He happened to Conceive, a good opinion of me and so permitted 
me to reason him into an easey deportment towards the Council to whom 
he allways shewd a proper respect except When he gave way to the 
Resolves against his Judgment wherby he exposed his Administration 
and lost five hundred pounds that the Assembly was dispos'd to give 
him but this may be said in his excuse that it was carried with two great 
a precipitation to admit him to consult with any one. 

By the Governors encouragement there has been a very handsome 
Assembly once a fortnight at Andrew Hamiltons House and Stor's 
which are Tenanted by M' Inglish make a Set of good Rooms for such a 
purpose and Consists of Eighty Ladies and as many Gentlemen one half 
appearing every Assembly Night M"^ Inglish had the Conduct of the 
whole and managed exceeding well ; there happened a little mistake at 
the Beginning which at some other Times might have produc'd disturb- 
ances the Governor would have open'd the Assembly with M" Taylor but 
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she refiis'd him I suppose because he had not been to Visit her after 
Mrs. Taylors refosal two or three Ladies out of Modesty & from no 
manner of ill design excused themselves so that the Governor was put a 
Little to his Shifts when M" Willing now M" Mayoress in a most Gen- 
teel Manner put herself into his way and on the Governor seeing this 

Instance of her good nature he at the Occasion and they danc'd 

the first Minuet. No one took notice of the thing M" Taylor was 
neither blam'd nor excused nor commended and so it went of and every 
person during the Continuance of the Assembly which ended Last Week 
was extreemly chearfuU and good Natur' d Excuse this little Degression 
the thing might perhaps be told wrong therefore tho' it is but a trifle 
the mentioning it may do some good. I forgot to tell you that M' 
Taylor, M' Lawrence Sen'' and M' Samuel M^Call Sen'' were Colonel 
Lieutenant Coll: and Major of the associated Regiment of the City of 
Philad" M'' William Moore Mr. Sam' Howes and M'' John Mother were 
the General Officers of the Blue Regiment of Chester County one M' 
McDowell M'' Few and another Gentleman were the General Officers of 
the Red Regiment of Chester County M' Alexander Graydon who lives 
on his Estate the Mills at Bristol M' Matthew Hughs and Mr. DeVor- 
mandie were the General Officers of the Bucks County Regiment Mr. 
Robert Ellis and two others were the General Officers of the other Bucks 
Co'y Regiment M' Corkson, M' James Galbreath and another person were 
General Officers rais'd on the East side of the Susquahannah in Lan- 
caster County and M' Benjamin Chambers M' William Maxwell and M' 
Robert Dunning were General Officers on the West side of Susqua- 
hannah. 

I do not know what to make of the Governor and Assembly of the 

Jerseys. I fancy they have shun these too fine whoever they 

were that advised M' Belcher to dissolve the Assembly for this now and 
is compos'd of People who are said to be hearty for the Rioters and it is 
certain that Richard Smith the head of the Quaquers and a good sort of 
a Man whose son Married Hannah Logan has lost his influence over a 
Majority of the Members — one good however seems likely to attend it 
that the Governor is brought to speak out, and to concur with the 
Council in applications to the King and the Rioters I am told are be- 
come more calm. They have cut a vast Quantity of Staves. 

Letter of Governor John Blaokwell to William Penn, in 
collection of Mr. J. W. Tovvnsend. — 

Most HonO Sr : 

My Last was of the IS" of January from Philadelphia, inclosed to my 
wife for conveyance ; wherein I gave you a large account by way of an- 
swer to your several! Letters of the 11* of Aprill, the 18"" of July, the 
ll"" of August & the SS* of Sepf last, and of my delivery of the two 
Comissions directed to the Provinciall Councill, wherin also I acquainted 
you, that They had placed the Deputation of the Governm' in them- 
selves : wherof I was advertised by this following Letter from Mr. 
Markham viz. S'- The Coimcill has this morning unanimously ac- 
cepted of the Comission Impowering the Provinciall Councill to be 
Deputy Gov' or Lieuten', and accordingly made choyce of Tho: Lloyd to 
be President : and under that form the Provinciall Councill is ready to 
receive what you have to comunlcate to them. I am S'' y"' humble ser- 
vant W" Markham In the Councill at Philadelphia, y"' 2* 
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11° mo. 16H To John Blaekwell, Esq' these/ Touching their proceed- 
ings since, I shall say nothing by way of anticipation of their own acco' 
therof — Only this I understood by the Letter herinclosed written to 
John Simcock by W"" Stockdale &c. the 27"- of the 11° mo. 16^ that 
the Gent" of the Lower Countyes seeme willing to knock off from your 
constitution, under your friends management. But I shall forbeare to 
give you my weak advertissm' upon the observations I have made of the 
motive or grounds induceing them therunto, or my owne dis-satisfactions 
therewith, in reference to the insecurity both of their Ma'^*^' Interest in 
the Province, and their subjects hazard thereby : being doubtfull of the 
arivall of these, under your present circumstances, though I confesse I 
have much upon my spirit to say with respect [torn] each: But the con- 
clusion you have put to my concernednesse therin, and your totall silence 
as to hints of like nature by my former Letters, discourage my present 
inlargeing on that subject : at least for the present, houlding it unsea- 
sonable to adde to your present burthens. I remember what the Lord by 
his servant Moses spake to his people of old viz: Yee know the heart 
of strangers and of Our Lord himselfe (whom we are to imitate) its' sayd. 
He can not but have compassion on those that sufler, for that he also 
had suffer'd. S'' I have gone through like circumstances of Reducem' 
with yours under God's various providences towards me since 1660: and 
have been additionally tryed (beyond my strength to beare) in Pennsil- 
vania. But the Lord supported me whilest I got not so much there as 
would discharge my horses standing, and ran in debt for every bitt of 
bread I ate ; and what I got or could borrow was in such pittifull sums 
& skantlings, as occasiond a double charge upon me : of which I shall 
say no more, but that, towards the time of my coming away, and after a 
fruitlesse tryall of all means to get in some part of your Rents for the 
discharge of my salary, or at least for enabling me to remove, I was con- 
strayned to borrow 25° of Rob: Turner, and to give him a bill of 20^* 
English money for the same charged on you at 60 days after sight, to 
enable me for my journey thence. The like I gave to Griffith Jones 
for SO" more ; which they promised to use utmost indeavors to re-im- 
burse out of your Rents there, & to spare you in, if they found it could 
be so gotten. This later sum being for my dyet about 5 months with 
him, and for the use of some part of his house, valued at 31° for the 
time I lodged there, (for I could have no benefit by the use of youi-s, or 
other conveniences, Mr. Mai-kham & your goods from Pennsbury filling 
it.) S'' I did not think I should have been so used as I found I was. 
Especially having rec^ advertisem' from my wife (by your directions) of 
a Cargo of goods consigned me for paying my salary, which, I under- 
stood was afterwards diverted un-accountably. Not to mention other 
causes of my discouragem" and dis-appointra' of that which by your 
Letter you promised to secure to me. But, S'' my principall designe by 
these lynes was to have given you an account of my proceedings about 
y' receiving of your Rents here, which is conteyned in the large tran- 
script or narrative therof herewith sent you. wherin you will perceive 
I have pursued the same method as whilest I had the honor to preside 
in your Councill. so that I need to say the lesse, submitting the same to 
your owne animadversions & reflections therupon. I have this only to 
adde by way of appollogie, that the faylure I have mett with in Penn- 
silvania, and the prospect I had of my after dis-appoyntm'', occasion'd 
my chargeing you the 30* of May last with a 1", 2'> & 3" bills of Ex- 
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change for paym' of 100° to Mr. Dean Montage Merchant or his order 
at 30 dayes after sight; w""" was for repaym' of 100° I borrowed here of 
Mr. Eichards, for furnishing my self with horses, other necessaryes & 
charges of my journey to Pennsilvania. (The whole of which was layd 
out of those occasions Except some small part spent there after my com- 
ing.) I confesse I wrote my wife word, that if she understood you were 
streightend to pay that sum, she should provide against the protest of 
the Bills for non-payment, untlll I should trye the utmost of other means, 
which finding my self dis-appoynted of, I have been forced by other 
Letters since to put her on the re-newing of her request for paym': and 
in confidence therof, since my returne hither, being prest to repaym' of 
the 100° I borrowed herewith the Interest for neare 2 yeares, I took up 
moneys here, and charged like bills for 100° on my son, with advice to 
answer it by the forementioned 100° charged on you; which if Mr. 
Mountage be fayled of, will highly reflect upon me. and necessitate my 
Mends there, as well as dis-repute me here, which I persuade me you 
will be tender of. And now S"' In Order to the winding up my bottome 
with you, I have here inclosed (& also sent my wife) a coppy of my hum- 
ble demands and expectations for my service on your Comission as Gov- 
ernor: w* I conceive is just, the further Incouragem'* (which were also 
inducem" to me to undertake it viz. That of affording me the privilege 
of your house in Philadelphia; as also That you doubted not but you 
should prevayle with your people to make it up at least 100° ^ annum 
more; (wherin I relyed on your Interest) I submitt to your generosity; 
with this only incentive, that I have lost two years time in y^ improving 
my plantation here, besides what I have lost (by my absence) of the im- 
provement I had made before. If upon no account I have deserved it, 
I'm sure to be a loser by your favor, in full complyance with my expec- 
tations upon the aco' inclosed which is an additional discomfort to me in 
my old age. I have desired my wife to wayt on you for such perform- 
ance as your justice & wisdom shall think meet. And if in considera- 
tion of those other Expectations you raysed in me, you shall think fitt to 
present my Dearest with fifty pieces of Gold, it shall be as double so 
much given my self: and I shall for the same have such farther consider- 
ation of your afiayrs and the methodizing of them (especially of what 
concerns your Eevenue upon & agreeable to that measure I have at- 
tayned of the knowledge therof, and of your peoples inclinations & ap- 
prehensions) as may assure you I remayne 

Y' very much obliged humble & faithfull servant 

John Blackwell. 
Boston, May y« IS* 1690 

For the Hon*"'' 
William Penn 

Lord Proprietor of the Province 
of Pennsilvania & Counties 
Annexed 

In America. 

At London 

These. 
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Proceedings of the Convention which Nominated Joseph 
HiESTEE FOE GovEENOE OF PENNSYLVANIA. — The simplicity and 
generally deliberative nature of a State Convention of that day is in 
diverting contrast to the cut-and-dried programme of such bodies at 
the present. 

LOtriS ElCHAEDS. 

Reading, Pa. 

Lancastee March 8'" 1820 
Geneeal Joseph Hiester. 
Deae Sie, 
In pursuance of a resolution of the Convention assembled at Carlisle 
on the 4*'' Inst, for the purpose of recommending a Candidate as Governor 
to be supported at the next general election, I herewith transmit a copy 
of their proceedings, with sentiments of respect and a sincere wish for 
the success of our cause 

I am respectfully your's &c 

Geoege Louis Mayee 

Secretary of the Convention. 

Carlisle March 4'" 1820. 

The delegates from the several counties of Pennsylvania elected by 
the friends of reform for the purpose of nominating a suitable candidate 
for the office of Governor to be recommended to the people of this Com- 
monwealth for their consideration on the second Tuesday of October, 
assembled this day at the Court house, and after some desultory conver- 
sation appointed John Shryock of Franklin County, Chairman and Eli 
Coulter of Westmoreland and George Louis Mayer of Lancaster County 
Secretaries. The meeting being thus organized, it was agreed that the 
names of the Counties be call'd and those represented should be entered 
on the Minutes of the Convention — there appeared from the City ot 
Philadelphia, John M. Taylor: County of Phil'a Charles Peirce, Robert 
Carr, Centre, W" H. Patterson: Berks, Conrad Feger, Peter Aurand, 
George Boyer, John Berkenbine: Lancaster Jno. Whiteside, Jo' Lefevre 
Jno: Eamsey, Geo: P. Fryor, Geo. Louis Mayer. Schuylkill Frederick 
Hesser: Lebanon, David Fisher, Henry Koppenhaver: Dauphin, Henry 
Wenrich, Jacob Shoemaker, Cumberland John M''Carter, Abraham Ful- 
weiler, Samuel Eeddet: Mifflin, JRobert McClelland, Andrew Banks 
Westmoreland, Alex' Culbertson, Eli Coulter, Humphry Fullerton. 
Franklin, John Shryock, John M°Lean, Samuel Dickey. 

Information was then laid before the Convention of the inability of a 
number of delegates (colleagues of those members from counties repre- 
sented) to attend as well as those of other counties who had elected dele- 
gates, but from their want of knowledge of the time and place of meeting, 
and other unavoidable causes could not arrive in time to take their seats 
at this Convention. 

It was then resolved — That this Convention proceed to the nomination 
of a Candidate to be recommended to the people of Pennsylvania for the 
Office of Governor. Whereupon the following nominations were made. 

Joseph Hiester John Steel Col° of Phila. Andrew Gregg 

N. B. Boileau John Spayd Isaac Wayne 

D' Geo. Logan Benj" R. Morgan Walter Franklin 

James Brady Jared IngersoU W" Tilghman 
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A Motion was then made and carried, that the opinions of the gentle- 
men present be fully and fairly express' d, as respected the sentiments 
of their constituents in relation to the different candidates now before 
the Convention. After a full and free discussion during which the 
present state and prospects of the friends of reform were taken into view 
as well as the claims of the highly respectable character in nomination, 
it appeared that — 

General Joseph Hiester of Berks County on taking the sense of the 
meeting received twenty-eight votes, and Walter Franklin Esquire of 
Lancaster County, one vote — whereupon Joseph Hiester was recom- 
mended to the people of Pennsylvania as a suitable candidate for the 
office of Governor at the general election to be held on the second 
Tuesday of October 1820. 

A Committee was then appointed to draft a preamble and resolutions 
expressive of the sentiments entertain' d by this meeting, consisting of 
John Whitesides, Charles Peirce, Abram Fulweiler, W" H. Patterson, 
James Dickey, Eli Coulter and George Louis Mayer. The Convention 
then adjourn'd to meet again this evening to receive the report of the 
Committee. The Convention re-assembled pursuant to adjournment, 
and the committee to draft certain resolutions &c. reported, that owing 
to the short time allowed them, they were unable to accomplish the 
object for which they were appointed, and requested a further period to 
transact the business delegated to them. "Thereupon the Convention 
adjourn'd to meet again on Monday morning March 6*. 

Monday March 6* 1820. 

The Convention reassembled, when the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were reported by the Committee appointed, and were adopted 
by the unanimous voice of the Convention. 

The Governments of the States of America may be said to be only 
political institutions ever created, which have not derived their origin 
from force, fraud or accident. A glorious design under the influence 
of the Deity has reared those structures under which so great a share 
of prosperity has been enjoyed by the people of these states, and which 
must forever continue to protect their prosperity, if each existing gen- 
eration shall be as virtuous and as vigilant as their ancestors. Decay 
indeed seems to be incidental to all human works, and it must be con- 
fessed that short as the durations of our institutions have been, symp- 
toms of no dubious boding have been already witnessed. Still it will 
be found on a candid enquiry that if abuses have presented themselves 
they have not been the effects of inherent imperfections in our frame of 
Government so much as of a culpable indifference or neglect on the 
part of the people. It is now nearly four years since that portion of 
the freemen of Pennsylvania denominated Independent republicans 
erected the standard of political reform, aware of the abuses of 
power by those who were elected to the higher grades of office and 
trust, they resolved to resist those abuses and that selfishness of indi- 
viduals which necessarily proceed'd therefrom. 

When the first meeting was held in Carlisle, those who attended it 
raised their warning voices against the mischiefs of legislative interfer- 
ence in the nominations of Presidents and Governors, they were then 
answered only by calumny and aspersion, but the people were not in- 
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diiferent or so ignorant as was imagined under all those difficulties, our 
predecessors of 1816 made a deep impression upon the public mind. 
So powerful indeed was their appeal to the people, that in the suc- 
ceeding year, the very persons who had so lately deffended legislative 
nominations adopted a line of conduct different from the past, and at 
length such has been the glorious effect of truth and perseverence that 
a legislative nomination of candidates is now publicly scouted by those 
who in 1816 reprobated my other course. 

If the efforts of the minority of 1816 should not accomplish a more 
important change than this, it will have been an adequate consideration 
for all their labours and the unmerited abuse return' d for their disinter- 
ested services. But their success is so far a guarantee of an ultimate 
triumph in all other respects. The path of principle is straight and 
pleasant, ambition and selfishness are not tempted to tread it, so that 
an ample opportunity is offered for the exercise of the energies of the 
virtuous and disinterested. 

No provocation ought to produce an imitati(m of the example of those 
who in 1817 denounced as " Enemies of the country" such of the free- 
men of this state as would not submit to a legislative nomination ; the 
rights of all men are equal, the actions of no man ought to be attributed 
to base motives, if those more generous can possibly be supposed, allow- 
ance ought ever to be made for the frailty of our nature and a reform 
of political abuses can only be lasting which is produced by conviction, 
such it is believed have hitherto been the leading doctrines of the 
minority of 1816 & 17, such it is hoped will ever be the sentiments 
which will guide their successors. 

Thus unwilling to arouse unnecessarily any personal emotions, it is 
with reluctance that duty demands a brief notice of the candidate who 
succeed'd in 1817. Have the predictions of his friends been realized by 
the wisdom and purity of his measures? Has he pursued the course 
which was then so loudly promised ? Or have not the accusations then 
preferr'd against him been amply established even by those who may be 
said to have been of his househould 1 What objection made to him then 
has lost its force upon experience? What motive that then existed to 
array manly opposition does not now demand a more resolute resist- 
ance? If indeed there is a necessity for an amilioration of our political 
as well as social concerns; if it is desirable that an early termination 
should be put to the prevailing distress and embarassments ; if a mag- 
nanimous policy essential to the internal prosperity of Pennsylvania, 
those desirable results can only be accomplish' d by a change in the state 
administration. Men who seek power and patronage solely for the pur- 
pose of their own agrandisement should be removed from the trusts they 
abuse, and their stations fiU'd by men who will aim to establish their 
renown by the benefits they confer on society. 

To the accomplishment of this great purpose, party distinctions at all 
times odious, now no longer oppose themselves, the charm of a mere 
name has ceased to delude the mask of affected patriotism no longer 
hides the deformity of imposture, the freemen of this Commonwealth 
seek statesmen and not factionists, and the virtuous and the wise cannot 
be anticipated from a reform of the political administration, a change 
that must restore Pennsylvania to her once high and glorious reputation 
amongst the States. 

•Impress'd with those sentiments : therefore. 
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Eesolved, That we adhere to the principles and objects avowed by the 
friends of reform assembled in Convention at Carlisle in 1816 & 17 — 
never forgetting the great political truth that all men are born free and 
equal and that goverments ought to be instituted for the use of the 
Governed and not for the Governors. 

Eesolved. That a change in the administration is absolutely necessary 
to the duration and purity of our political institutions and to the resto- 
ration of the Commonwealth to its former state of honorable distinction 
and internal prosperity. 

Eesolved. That Eotation in Office, being of vital importance to our 
existence as a republic, we recommend that the candidate now proposed 
to the Independent votes of Pennsylvania and every succeeding candi- 
date, who may be elevated by the suffrages of the people to this high 
trust, will in accordance with the spirit of the constitution retire from 
office at the expiration of Three Years, and after saving his country, 
his constitutional period, decline a re-election. 

Eesolved — As the opinion of this meeting, that the Candidate now 
recommended will if elected, call to his council our most virtuous and 
distinguished citizens, having talents and honesty, without regard to 
party prejudices, sectional divisions or religious distinctions, and that 
his policy in all respects will be wise, generous and disinterested. 

Eesolved — That this convention highly disapproves of the practice 
heretofore adopted by the incumbents to office, in arrogating to them- 
selves the supreme direction in nominating candidates for office, and 
view it as a system of corruption tending to subvert the freedom of 
choice and introduce aristocracy by creating two orders among the 
people. 

Eesolved — Therefore that we most zealously recommend to the free- 
men of Pennsylvania from this time henceforth to exclude from all 
meetings for nominations all persons holding offices dependant for dura- 
tion or salary upon the pleasures of the executive of the United States, 
or of this State. 

Resolved — That in selecting men to fill our public offices, we recom- 
mend to our fellow citizens to be guided solely in their choice by the fit- 
ness, honesty and capacity of the candidate, laying aside party spirit, 
that bane of public good and poison of social happiness when carried 
beyond the bounds of free enquiry. And that instead of substituting 
unmeaning terms of reproach for reason and argument, we keep up a 
spirit of liberality and forbearance in our discussions. 

Eesolved — That the candidate for the gubernatorial chair of Pennsyl- 
vania ought to be a man not only of private worth and public integ- 
rity but one who would be a rallying point for honest men of all parties, 
desirous to promote the public good rather than foment party dissen- 
tions and one who would discountenance all measures calculated to 
ao'grandize the few at the expense & degredation of the many. 

Eesolved — That in the opinion of this Convention Joseph Hiester if 
elected would be such a chief magistrate as would advance the best in- 
terests of the state, establish by his example and influence and the wise 
and prudent measures of his administration "a new order of things" 
founded on the strong basis of economy and the public good, and rescue 
the character of Eepublican Pennsylvania, from that degraded situation, 
to which its party animosities and spirit of proscription have reduced it 
in the eyes and estimation of our sister states. 
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Resolved — That a general committee of correspondence be appointed 
of 25 persons and that the state be divided into five districts, when the 
following was reported and adopted. 

For the Gity and County of Phil" and the adjacent counties — Jos. 
Eeed, W™ Delany, W" G. Duane, W" Milnor and John Harrison. 

For Berks, Northampton and the adjacent Counties — John Bickel, 
Jacob K. Boyer, Berks, Alen Horn, Northampton, John Whitesides 
and Geo. Hoffman Lancaster Centre, Lycoming and the adjacent 
counties, Andrew Gregg, Hamilton Humes Centre, Sam' Stewart, Ly- 
coming, Col. James M'Farland and D' Doty Mifflin. 

For Dauphin, Cumberland &c. John P. Helfenstien, Geo. Brown, 
George Auchenbach, Carlisle, James Montgomery, of Dauphin, John 
Eudesil of Franklin and J. Carter Esq' of York. 

For Allegheny and the counties west of the mountains Walter For- 
ward, Allegheny, David Stewart Indiana David Reynolds Armstrong, 
•James Brady and John D. Mathiot of West-Moreland. 

Resolved — That the members of the Committee named be authorized 
to supply any vacancies, and that our friends in the different counties of 
the state be requested to appoint a committee of correspondence for each 
county to co-operate with the committee above named. 

Resolved — ^That John M. Taylor, .Jo' Lefever, Abram Fulweiler, 
Humphry Fullerton, Andrew Banks, John M°Lean and David Fisher, 
be appointed a committee to prepare an address to the people of Penn- 
sylvania in behalf of this Convention. 

Resolved — That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Commissioners of the County of Cumberland for the use of the Court 
house, and to the spectators* for their orderly deportment during the 
session of tlie Convention. 

Resolved — That tlie proceedings be sign'd by the chairman and secre- 
taries, and published in all the papers of the State. 

The business of the Convention being closed, as it was begun in the 
utmost harmony, friendship and unanimity, adjourn'd. 

(sign^) 

John Shryook, Chairman 

Eli Coulter and I secretaries 
Geo. Louis Mayer J 

G. L. M. 



William Webb's Account of his Journey to the Conoys. — 

4mo ye 4th 2733 J jeft ^y Habitation in order to meet John Taylor 
to compleat y* Survey of y" Quantity of Land of 10000 Acres for I. Page 
on w* day we met at John Minshalls nere y° Gap & staying there that 
night, y' next morning we sett out for New Town in company w"" Joseph 
Brinton & severall others of our company about y' Hour of nine in y' 
morning gott safe there to y" House of S. Bettrell at w""" place we 
refreshed our Selves & baited our Horses intending y' same day for 
Pexton & being informd that there was a man going to Pexton we sig- 
nified we should be glad of his company for a guide, but presently un- 
derstanding that he must call (on some business) out of the way therefore 



*The house was crowded. 
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had no farther expectation of him, where upon one Sam. Smith a liver 
in Donegall informd us that he was going home & we apprehending he 
might be guide to us tlirough the most dificult way signified we should 
be glad of his company but y'' s'' Smith being apprehensive that we were 
going to Survey some Land signified to us that we had better return home 
than go any farther on such an affair w""" made J. Taylor query for what 
reason, the answer was that the inhabitants met & was come to agenerall 
resolution not to admitt of any Survey to be made, neither in Donegall 
Swataro Paxton Quetepehala nor any lands any where there or there- 
abouts, although we oftentimes informed him the good purpose of y' 
Proprietor towards y' inhabitants of the places aflfores'*, yet nott with- 
standing it was often repeated by him that a Survey would not be suf- 
fered — upon any pretentions whatsoever no not so much as to locate y* 
Bounds of Donegall until they knew the terms expecting y° price would 
not exceed 5£ V> Hundred from a price they have seen & who was Pro- 
prietor threatening that if we went on in pursuitt thereof although by 
our Proprietor Penn speciall order they should in noways regard it then 
we asked if they were got beyond Law answered yes & Gospel too w"'' 
caused some warm words to pass, threatening what they would do, we 
then asking if they were resolvd to kill us, or to break our bones his 
answer was no, but we should be blanketed if we offered any Survey so 
after some further discorse we pursued our Journey leaving y" s'' Smith 
behind us but I being willing to acquaint my Self better of y'^ Quantity 
of Land vacant about the Conoy Town & well knowing y' y° Indians was 
liveing thereon did not care to come w* a Survey at unawares upon them 
w"' made me leave J. T. & I. P. & some others of our company to go to 
y« s^ Town in order to treat w"" y" Indians on that affair they pursueing 
their Journey to Pexton in order to execute a Survey for y' Pro' of a 
1000 Acres, so after many miles riding I gott to A. Galbreath at w""" I 
alighted talking a little w* him found by him the disposition of mind 
of the people as we had reason before to apprehd w'^" made me, at y" 
request of J. Taylor agreeable to my own mind to desire his company 
with me to the indian Town as ally up to Pexton apprehending his 
presence as a Magistrate might greatly awe the disquietted people but he 
absolutely refused to go a long with us unless he had y' Proprietors J. N. 
or J. S. Speciall order so I took leave of him w"" two of my own com- 
pany pursueing my design forward & calling at one (I think) James 
Smiths House I there gott some small refreshment he appearing very 
kind & of good behaviour & after some time I went forward in order to 
the town & going along, the people flocked in on all sides of the road to 
a very great number nere 40 or 60 in about one Hour many of them 
haveing clubs w"" them in a very unbecomeing manner & by their words 
& actions appeared fully determined to offer an abuse if we had proceeded 
to a Survey, any otherwise than before is observd so at last being at y* 
Town spoke with y' Indians and finding their uneasiness resolved to 
leave my design of Surveying there & pursue further supposing their 
uneasiness to proceed from the misrepresentation of those people & so I 
parted w"" y" Indians very good friends, most of those Donegalilans being 
still w* me but some of them seemed somewhat moderated before we 
parted next Morning setting out w* my company for Pexton In order to 
meet J. T. &c. In hopes to accomplish my business arrlvd about 3 or 4 
a clock In the afternoon arrived at y' House of John Harris In Pexton 
at my first appearance John Harris, Joseph Brinton, John Taylor &c 
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rejoyced fearing they would have way laid & done me some great injury 
so going into y" House they informed me how .T. Taylor had been serv'd 
(supposing it to be me) while in y" Survey of j' 1000 Acres for y' Pro- 
prietor a man in great rage ran in upon him & Struck at him severall 
times & hurt him very much but being prevented by some in the com- 
pany obstructed his design of takeing his Blood he Swearing he would 
have my Blood if ever he mett w* me they also informing me of their 
apprehensions of y" resolution of many of the people in like manner as 
aflfores'' so that from y* generall appearance of the people in all those 
parts we durst not proceed to y'' execution of our Business so resolved to 
return & Setting out next morning from y" House of John Harris at 
about 16 or 20 Miles distance we were pursued by two men in an unbe- 
coming manner giveing us very unbecomeing langauge we being at y' 
time refreshing our Selves by a Stream of water & going to eat when 
they come up w"" us so from what they expressed & from what before 
had passed by Hint to us we were under some apprehensions of a con- 
siderable number pursueing us so upon y° same mounted our Horses & 
pursued on our way two men being in company w*"" us (before those two 
former) being livers at Pexton much persuaded us to make on our way 
they very much fearing great mischf if they overtook us one of y" former 
two rideing for many miles hollowing as he rid to allarra the country 
w"" prevented our representing the case to a magistrate & obliged us to 
take a road for our safty unexpected to them the other w" his club pur- 
sueing us untill his Horse tired so by takeing a different road we escaped 
without any further harm. 

Donation to the Poor of Boston, 1775; original in the Dickinson 
Papers, Manuscript Deparfuient Historical Society of Pennsylvania. — 

Philadelphia, Sept. 6, 1775 

Rec'd of John Dickinson Esq. One hundred & Fifty seven pounds 
thirteen shillings & Nine pence Philad" Currency, being a Donation from 
the County of Caroline in Maryland to the Poor of Boston, which I 
Engage to Transmit to the Committee of Donations to be appropriated 
to the Sufferers of Boston agreeable to the Design of the Donors. 

John Hancock 
£157. 13. 9. 

The Franks Family. — So much historical and personal interest 
centers around different members of Ihe Franks family and so much that 
is not correct in regard to them has appeared in print, that I have put 
into shape some notes jotted down by me in the course of a search for a 
portrait of the wit and beauty, Rebecca Franks, afterward Lady John- 
son, which was published for the first time as an illustration to The Ameri- 
can Woman, by Miss Ida M. Tarbell, in The American Magazine for No- 
vember, 1909. 

It seems to be conceded that the American emigrant of the family was 
Jacob Franks, who came to this country according to one account, circa 
1705, and according to another account, circa 1711. His father is vari- 
ously stated to have been Aaron Franks and Naphtali Franks, of Ger- 
many, the former of whom it is claimed went to England, with George 
of Hanover, in 1714, to be crowned King of Great Britain, loaning him 
the jewels he wore in his crown on that occasion. Jacob Franks (1) was 
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bom in 1688 and died in New York, January 16, 1769. In 1719 he 
married Belhah Abigail Levy, daughter of Moses Levy, and had 4 chil- 
dren, David, Phila, Moses and , if not more. 

1. David Franks (2) b. in New York, September 23, 1720, removed to 
Philadelphia, circa 1738, and married there, December 17, 1743, Mar- 
garet Evans, daughter of "Peter Evans of the Inner Temple, gentleman, 
Eegister General of Pennsylvania." Mrs. Franks d. September 28, 1780, 
aged 60, and was buried in Christ Church yard.* David Franks died in 
England in 1794, having had 5 or 6 children, viz: 

1. Abigail Franks (3), b. January 6, 1744/5; baptised in Christ Church, 

April 12, 1745; m. January 6, 1768, Andrew Hamilton, son of 
the Councillor of the same name who was brother of Governor 
James Hamilton, son of Andrew Hamilton, the great lawyer and 
elder brother of William Hamilton of the Woodlands. She died 
September 11, 1798, leaving one child, Ann (4), who married 
James Lyle, whose daughter Ellen (5) married Hartman Kuhn of 
Philadelphia. 

2. Jacob (3), b. January 7, 1746/7; baptised at Christ Church, April 

20, 1747; m. . Jacob Franks was living in England in 

1781, d. . 

3. John (3), b. . d. . Styled of Ilesworth, Middlesex, 

England, Member of Parliament.f 

4. Mary (3), b. January 25, 1748; baptised at Christ Church, April 10, 

1748; d. August 26, 1774. On her tombstone in Christ Church 
yard she is called "Polly." 

5. Moses (3), b. . d. . 

6. Eebecca (3), b. 1760?; m. January 24, 1782, Henry Johnson, Colonel 

of the 17th regiment of Foot, who commanded Stony Point, 
when it was captured by Anthony Wayne and whose Orderly Book, 
which fell into the hands of Wayne on that occasion, is in the col- 
lection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Colonel Johnson 
became a General in 1809 and was created a Baronet in December 
1818, when his wife became Lady Johnson. She died March — , 
1823. Her son Henry Allen Johnson m. Charlotte Elizabeth, 
daughter of Frederick Phillipse of New York, and their grandson is 
the present Colonel Sir Henry Allen William Johnson, b. 1855. 

2. Phila Franks (2), b. June 19, 1722; m. . . 1742 Oliver 

Delancey of New York; d. 1811. They had 6 children, Susanna, 
Charlotte, Phila, Anna, Oliver and Stephen. Phila Franks is always 
stated incorrectly to have been a sister of Rebecca Franks, instead of 
her aunt. 

1. Susanna (3) m. Lt. Gen. Sir William Draper 

2. Charlotte (3) m. Field Marshal Sir David Dnndas 

3. Phila (3) m. Stephen Payne Galwey 

4. Anna (3) m. John Harris Cruger 

5. Oliver (3) 



*The "copy" of Burials in Christ Church in the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, calls her "Eebecca," but her tombstone gives her name 
correctly. 

f N. B. Jacob Franks probably changed his name to John, after he 
settled in England, as he is styled, the same as John, "of Ilesworth, Mid- 
dlesex, England," in which case 2 and 3 are the same. 
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6. Stephen (^3) m. . His son was General Sir William Howe 

De Lancey who fell at Waterloo, where he was on Wellington's staff. 

3. Moses Franks (2), b. m. Sarah . d. . 

Had issue Isaac (3) b. May 27, 1759; m. July 9, 1782 Mary Davidson 
and d. March 4, 1822. They had issue 4 children, 2 of whom died 
young and 

V. Samuel D. (4), Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for the coun- 
ties of Schuylkill, Lebanon and Dauphin, Penna. 

2. Sarah Eliza (4) m. September 9, 1806, John Huffnagle. 

N. B. David Solebury Franks, who was aide de camp to Benedict 
Arnold, is believed to have been also a son of Moses Franks (2), "Major 
David Franks," doubtless the same, was buried in St. Peter's Church yard 
October 7, 1793, and letters of Administration on the estate of David 
Solebury Franks were granted January 13, 1794, to Moses Franks. This 
last item would indicate his having been a son of Moses (2). 

4. "Aunt Franks" is mentioned in the letter fromEebecca Franks to 
her sister Abby Hamilton, Pa. Mag. of Hist, and Biog. , Vol. 22, and 
must have been either her father's sister or the wife of her uncle Moses. 

Charles Henry Hart. 

(Queries. 

Russell. — John Eussell came from England, with his daughter 
Elizabeth, about 8-23-1683. Three hundred acres of land in Chelten- 
ham Township, Philadelphia County (now Montgomery), were surveyed 
for him 6-30-1683, and the grant from William Penn is dated 
5-16-1684. His only child, Elizabeth, married Joseph Mather, the 
first of the name in Pennsylvania, and inherited all of her father's 
estate, which she also administered. I should like to know the parent- 
age of John Eussell, from whence he came, the name of the ship and 
the exact date of its arrival. Elizabeth (Eussell) Mather became a 
prominent minister of the Society of Friends, and also administered to 
her husband's estate. 

Horace Mather Lippincott. 

HoBSON. — Wanted, the full date and place of death, and any addi- 
tional biographical matter of Samuel Isaac Hobson, who graduated in 
medicine from the University of Pennsylvania in 1829, and from the 
Harvard Divinity School in 1839. He is said to have died in Philadel- 
phia, in October 1822, but this cannot be verified. 

E. J. 

Bool? ^notices. 

La Question des Pecheries de l'Atlantique : un Different 
Entre les fiTATS-lJNis ET l' EMPIRE Britannique. By Thomas 
Willing Balch. Brussels, 1909, the Eevue de Droit International ; 
Paris, A. Pedone, in 8°, pages 50. 

This monograph deals with the northeastern fisheries question, which 
has been a bone of contention between the United States and Great 
Britain ever since the close of the Eevolutionary war. The question 
will shortly be submitted to the Hague International Court for decision. 
In this treatise the decisions of Courts of Law, opinions of juriscon- 
snlts learned in International Law, and many historic facts are mar- 



